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SECTION 4 Book Reviews

Reviews of Dr. Gardner's books on parental alienation syndrome. (11 items)   

1. Krivacska, J. J. (1989), The Parental Alienation Syndrome and the 
Differentiation Between Fabricated and Genuine Child Sex Abuse. 
Book Review. Issues in Child Abuse Accusations, 1(1):55-56. 

2. Levy, D. (1992), The Parental Alienation Syndrome: A Guide for 
Mental Health and Legal Professionals. Book Review. The American 
Journal of Family Therapy, 20(3):276-277. 

3. Underwager, R. (1992), The Parental Alienation Syndrome: A Guide 
for Mental Health and Legal Professionals. Book Review. Issues in 
Child Abuse Accusations, 4(2):108-109. 

4. Levy, D. (1992), Review of Parental Alienation Syndrome: A Guide 
for Mental Health and Legal Professionals. American Journal of  
Family Therapy, 20(3):276-277. 

5. Etemad, J. (1999), The Parental Alienation Syndrome, Second Edition. 
Book Review. Journal of the American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry,38 (2): 223-225. 

6. Underwager, R. (1998), The Parental Alienation Syndrome: Second 
Edition.. Book Review. Issues in Child Abuse Accusations, 10:178. 

7. Reischer, H. (1999), The Parental Alienation Syndrome: A Guide for 
Mental Health and Legal Professionals.  Journal of the American 
Academy of Psychiatry and the Law , 27(3): 504-506. 

8. Utesch, W. (1999), The Parental Alienation Syndrome, Second Edition. 
Book Review. The American Journal of Family Therapy,(in press). 
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9. Turkel, A. (2001) Therapeutic Interventions for Children with Parental 
Alienation Syndrome Book Review. News for Women in Psychiatry, 
19(4):17. 

10. Deming, J. (2001) Therapeutic Inteventions for Children with Parental 
Alienation Syndrome. Book Review. American Journal of Psychiatry  
and the Law, 29(4):505. 

11. Meister, R. (2001) Therapeutic Inteventions for Children with Parental 
Alienation Syndrome. Book Review. American Journal of Family  
Therapy, 31(4):351-354. 

SECTION 5 Frye and Mohan Rulings

The Frye Test is the standard by which a court can determine whether a scientific contribution 
has gained enough general acceptance in the scientific community to be admissable in a court 
of law. The Frye Test criteria for admissability were applied to The Parental Alienation 
Syndrome in the following cases:

• Kilgore v. Boyd, 13th Circuit Court, Hillsborough County, FL., Case No. 94-7573, 
733 So. 2d 546 (Fla. 2d DCA 2000) Jan 30, 2001. 

o Boyd v. Kilgore, 773 So. 2d 546 (Fla. 3d DCA 2000) (Prohibition Denied) 
o Court ruling that the Parental Alienation Syndrome has gained general acceptance in the 

scientific community and thereby satisfies Frye Test criteria for admissibility. 
• Bates v. Bates 18th Judicial Circuit, Dupage County, IL Case No. 99D958, Jan 17, 

2002. 
o Court ruling that the Parental Alienation Syndrome has gained general acceptance in the 

scientific community and thereby satisfies Frye Test criteria for admissibility.[excerpt] 

In Canada, the Mohan Test is applied to assess admissablity. It is more stringent than the Frye 
Test in that it employs more criteria than Frye. The Mohan Test was applied to the Parental 
Alienation Syndrome in the following case(s):

• Her Majesty the Queen vs. K.C. Superior Court of Justice, Ontario, County of 
Durham, Central-East Region, Court File No. 9520/01. August, 9, 2002 

 

SECTION 6 Additional Publications Not Referenced Above

The American Psychological Association has published guidelines* for child-custody 
evaluations in divorce proceedings. These are the guidelines The American 
Psychological Association proposes that examiners use when conducting such 
examinations. The Guidelines provide another index of the value of the PAS concept 
to child custody evaluators. The Guidelines conclude with a highly selective 
reference section titled "Pertinent Literature." Three of the 39 references are books 
by Dr. Gardner; one is titled "The Parental Alienation Syndrome" and the other two 
include discussions about PAS. 
    

• Gardner, R.A. (1989), Family Evaluation in Child Custody Mediation, Arbitration,  
and Litigation. Cresskill, NJ: Creative Therapeutics,Inc. 
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• Gardner, R. A. (1992), The Parental Alienation Syndrome: A Guide for Mental Health 
and Legal Professionals. Cresskill, NJ: Creative Therapeutics,Inc. 

• Gardner, R. A. (1992), True and False Accusations of Child Sex Abuse. Cresskill, NJ: 
Creative Therapeutics, Inc. 

* Guidelines for Child Custody Evaluation in Divorce Proceedings. Washington, D.C.: American 
Psychological Association (1994). 

The Family Law Section of the American Bar Association published Clawar and Rivlin's book Children 
Held Hostage: Dealing with Programmed and Brainwashed Children.** The following book by Dr. 
Gardner is referenced:  
  
  

• Gardner, R.A. (1987),The Parental Alienation Syndrome and the Differentiation  
Between Fabricated and Genuine Child Sex Abuse Cresskill, NJ: Creative 
Therapeutics, Inc. 

**Clawar, S. and Rivlin, B.V. (1991), Children Held Hostage: Dealing with Programmed and 
Brainwashed Children . Chicago, IL:Division of Family Law, American Bar Association. 

The State Bar of Texas, Family Law Section, published in 1999 its Expert Witness Manual.  
The section: Psychological Syndromes includes a chapter entitled Psychological Syndromes:  
Parental Alienation Syndrome (Chapter 3-32). The purpose of this chapter is to provide 
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